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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT

lHonorable Victor Jones

Natchitoches Parish Sheriff and Ex-Officio Tax Collector
1. O. Box 266

Natchitoches, L.ouisiana 71458

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Tax Collector Agency I'und of the
Naichitoches Parish Sheriff, Natchitoches, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2000, as listed in the table
of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s management. Our
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to
Minancial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements are free of material misstatement. Ap audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting, principles used and
significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We belicve
that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

As discussed more fully in Note 1, the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector for the various taxing
bodics within Natchitoches Parish, and the accompanying general purpose financial statements presentinformation only
on his activities as parish tax collector and is not intended to present fairly the financial position and results of operations
of the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff, Natchitoches, Louisiana, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
The accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the basis of cash receipts and disbursements which is a
comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles.

In our opinion the financial statements referred 1o in the first paragraph present fairly, in all material respects, the assets
and liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Natchitoches Parish Sherifl,
Naichitoches, l.ouisiana as of June 30, 2000, and the collections and distributions for the year then ended, on the basis
ol accounting described 1 Note .

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated July 24, 2000 on our
consideration of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Natchitoches Parish Sheniff's internal control over financial
reporting and our tests of its compliance with laws, regulations, contracts and grants. That report 18 an integral part of
an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read m conpunction with this report
in considering the results of our audit.

The financial information for the year ended June 30, 1999, which is included for comparative purposes was taken from
the financial report for that year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion dated July 21, 1999 on the general purpose
financial statements of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Natchitoches Parish Sheniff,

Hines, Jackson & Hines
Natchitoches, 1.ounisiana

July 24, 2000

- -

- MEMBERS -
American [nstitute of Certified Public Accountants * Society of Louistana Certified Public Accountants
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LXTHBIT A

NATCHITOCHES PARISIT SHERIEFY
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY IFUND
NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA
STATEMENT OI' ASSETS AND 1LIABILITIES ARISING FROM CASIT TRANSACTIONS
JUNE 30, 2000 ANID 1999

2000 1999
ASSETS
Cash $ 78,943 § 161,407
LLIABILITIES
Duc to Taxing Bodics and Others ) 78,943 § 161,407

The accompanying notes are an integral par( of this statcment. 3




NATCHITOCHES PARISH SHERIIE
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND
NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA

EXTIBIT B

ke -

I'OR T1IE YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2000 AND 1999

2000 B 1999
Unscitled Balances at July 1, $ 161,407 59.526
COLLECTIONS
Ad valorem taxes 10,408,393 10,130,191
Bond forfeitures 730,494 639,919
Crimmal costs 71,937 59,942
FFines 133,844 107,840
Interest earned on delinguent taxes and bank deposits 49,943 41,751
Other 33,501 35,670
Sportsmen's licenses 990,048 119,951
State revenue sharing 772,703 779,637
T'otal collections 12,299,923 11.914.901
Total available for distribution 12,461,330 11,974,427
DISTRIBUTIONS
l.ouisiana Department of Public Safety 5,475 4,375
l.ouisiana Depariment of Wildlife and Fisheries 85,457 102,258
l.ouisiana Forestry Commission 30.516 30,487
l.ouisiana Commission on Law linforcement and Administration
of Criminal Justice 10,812 10,038
Natchitoches Parish
Clerk of Courl 52,407 48,664
Fire Protection District No. | 43,374 41,353
ire Protection District No. 2 42,865 42,730
FFire Protection District No. 3 25,687 24.833
I'ire Protection District No. 4 53,005 50,823
‘ire Protection District No. 5 20,639 19,049
dre Protection District No. 6 195,510 178,994
‘ire Protection District No. 7 55,840 53,885
ire Protection District No. 8 8,959 §.808
Fire Protection District No. 9 81,287 65,281
Fire Protection District No. 10 12,406 12,215
Police Jury 2,256,622 2,046,666
School Boeard 5,029,085 4,903,808
Sheriff 2,257,580 2,121,917
Tax ASSCSSOr 4347758 408,018
Natchitoches - Cane River l.evee 121strict 258,687 248,707
North [ outstana Crinvinalistics Laboratory Commission 60,132 54,479
Red River Waterway Commission $ 314,713 & 204 948
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 4
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NATCHITOCHES PARISH SHERIFF

TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND
NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA

EXHIBIT BB

STATEMENT OQF COLLECTIONS, DISTRIBUTIONS AND UNSETTLED BALANCES (CONTINUED)

FOR THE YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2000 AND 1999

Canc River Waterway Commission
Tenth Judicial District
District Altorney
Court Expensc Fund
Indigent Defender Board
Pension funds
Ware Youth Center
State of Lowisiang, Crime Victims Reparations Fund
[.outsiana Traumatic Head and Spinal Cord Injury Trost Fund
Treasurer, State of Louisiana, Trial Court Case Management
Information System
Other

Total Distributions

Unsetticd Balances at Junc 30,

2000

330,545

145,342
55,165
137,822
294.405
41,374
3,560
25,805

10,913
1,640

12,382,387

i

8,943

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statcment.

1999

b

310,003

128.621
51,235
127,983
287,476
38,469
2.999
22,935

10,114
663

11,813,020

b

161,407




NATCHITOCHES PARISH SHIERIFF
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND
NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JUNE 30, 2000

NOTE 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

As provided by Article V, Scction 27 of the Louistana Constitution of 1974, the Sherifl is the ex-officio 1ax collector
of the parish and 1s responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem property taxes, state revenuc sharing
funds, angling, hunting, and trapping licenses, and fincs, costs, and bond forfeitures imposcd by the district court.

A. Reporting Entity

l.ouisiana Revised Statute 24:513 (B) requires that the accounts of each tax collector be audited annually. Accordingly,
the accompanying financial statements reflect the financial activity of the Sheriff related only to his responsibility as ex-
officio tax collcctor. Amounts included in these financial statements are also included in the SherifT’s annual general
purposc financial statements,

B. Basis of Accounting

The accounts of the tax collector are established to reflect the collections imposed by law, the distributions pursuarit to
such law, and unsettied balances due various taxing bodies and others. The accompanying financial statements have been
preparcd on the cash basis of accounting with collections recognized when received and distributions recognized when
paid.

. Cash

Cash ncludes not only currency on hand but also demand deposits with banks or other financial institutions and other
kinds of accounts that have the general characteristics of demand deposits in that the customer may deposit additional
funds at any time¢ and also effectively withdraw funds at any time without prior notice or penalty. As reflected on Lixhibit
A, the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff had cash totaling $78,943 at June 30, 2000.

Statc law authorizes the Tax Collector Agency Fund to deposit tax collections in interest bearing accounts, certificates
of deposit or other investments as permitted by law with a bank domiciled in the parish where the funds are collected,
At June 30, 2000, the Tax Collector Agency Fund had bank deposit balances totaling $86,066. These deposits were
securcd from risk by $86,066 of federal depository insurance and $0 {(market value) of pledged securities held by the
custodial banks n the name of the fiscal agent (GASB category 3).

Eventhoughthe pledged seeurities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Statement
3, Louwistana Revised Slatute 39:1229 imposcs a statutory requirement on the custadial bank to advertise and sell the
pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the sheriff that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds
upon demand.

D. Comparative Data

Comparative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanying financial statements in order to
provide an understanding of changes in the assets and liabilities and collections and distributions of the Tax Collector
Agency Fund of the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff. However, comparative (i.e., presentation of prior year totals by fund
typc) data has not been presented in each of the statements since their inclusion would make the statements unduly

complex and difficult to read. Certain amounts from prior yvear financial statements have been reclassified to conform
with current classifications.

O
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NATCHITOCHES PARISH SHERIFF
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND
NATCHITOCHES, LOUISTANA
NOTLS TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUI))
JUNE 30, 2000

NOTE 2 STATE RFEVENUE SHARING

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 1452 of 1999 were distributed as follows:

2000 o 1999

Natchitoches Parish
Fire Protection District No. 2 $ 2,863 % 2,932
Fire I’rotection District No. 6 22,349 22,133
Fire Protection District No., 7 9,359 0241
Police Jury 120,294 120,402
School Board 231,210 237,790
Assessor 52,285 52,3068

Sherift
l.aw Enforcement Dhustrict 140,298 140,524
Conimissions 101,798 101,835
Natchitoches-Cane River Levee District 37,978 38,0706
Red River Walerway Commission 39,179 39,241
Pension Funds 15,090 15.095
Total $ 172,703 $ 779 637
NOTE 3 TAXES PAID UNDER PROTEST

[.ounisiana Revised Statute 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at the time of payment of all taxes due, may give notice to
the tax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or a portion of the total taxcs paid. Upon receipt of this
notice, the amount paid shall be scgregated and held by the tax collector for a period of thirty days. Hsuitis filed within
the thirty day period for recovery of such amounts, the funds segregated shall be held pending outcome of the suit. If
the taxpayer prevails, the tax collector shall refund the amount due, with interest at the rate of two percent per annum
from the date the funds were received by the tax collector. There were $206 in ad valorem taxes paid under protest at

Jung 30, 2000.
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RIPORT ON COMPLIANC}E AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL. OVIER
I'INANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

I Honorable Victor Jones

Natchitoches Parish Sherifi and Lx-Officio Tax Collector
I’ (0. Box 2066

Natchitoches, l.ouisiana 71458

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Natchitoches Parish
Sheriff, Natchitoches, [Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2000, and have issucd our report thercon dated
July 24, 2000. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepled auditing, standards and the standards
applicable to financial audits contained in Government_Auditing Standards, 1ssucd by the Comptrotler General of the
United States.

Compliance
As part of oblaining reasonable assurance about whether the Tax Collector Agency Fund’s financial statements are fiee

of matcrial misstaiement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts,
and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statcment
amounts. However, providing an opinton on compliance with those provisions was not an abjective of our audit and,
accordingly, we do not express such an opimon. The results of our tests disclosed no mnstances of noncompliance that
arc required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Tax Collector Agency Fund’s internal control over {inancia
reporting in order to determine our auditing procedurcs for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financia
statecments and not to provide assurance on the internal control over Tinancial reporting. Our consideration of the interna
control over financial reporting would not nccessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting
that might be material weaknesses. A matertal weakness s a condition in which the design or operation of onc or more
of the internal control components docs not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that
would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely
period by cmiployeces in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matiers involving the
internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be matcerial weaknesses,

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff and his management, and
the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than
the specified partics.,

Hines, Jackson & Hines

Natchitoches, [Loutsiana
huly 24, 2000
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Fiscal Year

NATCHITOCHES PARISH SHERIFF
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND
NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA
SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2000

SCHEDULL |

IFinding Corrective ’lanncd Corrective
Initially Action Taken Action/Partial
Ref. No. Occurred Description of Finding (Yes, No, Partially) Corrective Action Taken

Nothing came to owr attention that would require disclosure under Government Auditing Standards.
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SCHEDUILLE 2

NATCHITOCIIES PARISH SHERIFF
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND
NATCHITOCHES, LOUISTIANA
CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR CURRENT YEAR AUDIT FINDINGS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2000

Namc(s) of  Anticipated
Contact Completion
Ref. No. _Description of Finding Correct Action Planned __Person(s) Datc

Nothing came 1o our attention that would require disclosure under Government Auditing Standards.
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